
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GURNEE PLAZA CELEBRATES ITS GRAND RE-OPENING  
 

GURNEE, IL – June 7, 2004 – On Saturday, June 5th, the West Family Limited Partnership celebrated the 
grand re-opening of their newly remodeled Gurnee Plaza.  Hundreds of people strolled through the plaza 
enjoying free hot dogs, chips, popcorn and refreshing drinks.  Balloons and face painting rounded out the fun.  
(Consumers Cooperative Credit Union also distributed giant-sized cookies and coffee at their location.)  
 

Gurnee Plaza was built in 1957, by Elvira and Arthur Maleck.  They managed the plaza together until Arthur 
died in 1970.  Elvira Maleck West, along with her husband, M. Howard West, continued managing the plaza 
until her death in 2003.  Elvira’s daughters, Karen Helmold and Sandra Faust, now own and manage the Gurnee 
Plaza. 
 

In 1957, the first tenants of the Plaza were Gungler©s Drug Store, Dr. Smirnov and Dolly©s Dress Shop.  Some 
year’s later additional buildings were added for Kohler©s Liquor Store and for the Libertyville Savings and 
Loan. 
 

In 2003, the Libertyville architectural firm of Bleck and Bleck was contracted and challenged to give the center 
a new look.  The final design chosen was in keeping with the past traditions of the Village of Gurnee and its 
small town atmosphere.  Gurnee based Joseph J. Henderson & Son, Inc. was chosen as the general contractor 
who began work on the plaza in July.  The owners are proud of everyone©s accomplishments and intend on 
being part of the future of Gurnee. 
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The present tenants of the Gurnee Plaza are:  
 

Cardinal Liquor Store 
 

Consumers Cooperative Credit Union: 
One of the largest credit unions in Illinois offering an extensive array of exceptional products geared to meet the 
specific financial needs of their 47,900 members. 
 

Grand Grooming Dog Salon: 
Partners Carlos Gonzalez and John Strabley have been at the Gurnee Plaza for eight years. Together, along with 
Carlos’  son Colin Kennedy, they have over 30 years of all-breed grooming experience.  
 

Jon’s Hair Designers, Inc.: 
Jon’s Hair Designers, Inc. has been at the Gurnee Plaza since 1979.  Owner Jon Jereb remembers when he 
opened 25 years ago; Gurnee had only one hair salon (his) and one barber shop.   
 

Nevada Bob’s Golf Shop:  
Nevada Bob’s has been serving golf enthusiasts for almost 30 years.  With stores that are independently owned 
and operated, Nevada Bob’s is the world’s largest chain of golf specialty shops.   
 
About Joseph J. Henderson &  Son, Inc. 
Joseph J. Henderson & Son, Inc., established in 1928, is a self-performing general contractor/design builder 
specializing in water & wastewater treatment, federal/military, commercial and institutional construction.  
 
 


